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1.A

Lord Mountbatten — first Governor-General of independent India (15 Aug 1947 to 21 Jun 1948). C. Rajagopalachari was the first Indian
and last Governor-General.
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2.B
The Constitution was adopted on 26 November 1949 and came into force on 26 January 1950.

3.C
Dandi March (Salt Satyagraha) — 12 Mar to 6 Apr 1930 — led by Mahatma Gandhi from Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi, breaking the salt law.

4.A
First Battle of Panipat (21 Apr 1526) — Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi using superior cavalry and matchlock artillery; founded the Mughal
empire.

5.B
Vasco da Gama (Portuguese) landed at Kappad near Calicut (Kozhikode) on 20 May 1498 — first sea route from Europe to India.

6.B
Doctrine of Lapse — Lord Dalhousie (1848-56) — annexation policy if an Indian ruler died without a natural heir; led to annexation of
Satara, Jhansi, Nagpur, etc.

7.A
Himalayas formed by collision of the Indian and Eurasian (Tethys closure) plates ~50 million years ago. Tectonic uplift ongoing.

8.C
Goa — smallest Indian state by area (3,702 km?2). Sikkim is 2nd smallest.

9.C
Indira Point — southernmost tip of India — on Great Nicobar Island (A&N Islands). Latitude ~6°45'N.

10. A
Kosi river — 'Sorrow of Bihar' — frequent course changes; massive 2008 flood disaster.
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11.B
Waular Lake (J&K) — largest fresh-water lake in India; on Jhelum river. Chilika is largest brackish-water lake.

12.C
Black soil (Regur) — Deccan trap origin, rich in calcium, magnesium, potash — ideal for cotton. Also called 'black cotton soil'.

13.B
India's first Vande Bharat sleeper rake commenced commercial service in May 2026 on Mumbai-Ahmedabad route after trials Dec 2024
onwards (Ministry of Railways).

14.B
Nobel Physics 2025 — John Clarke, Michel H. Devoret, John M. Martinis for macroscopic quantum mechanical tunnelling in superconducting
circuits.

15.C
Operation Brahma — India's HADR response to the 28 Mar 2025 Mandalay earthquake (Myanmar) — NDRE IAF C-17/C-130 deployment.

16.C
Leena Nair (CEO, Chanel since 2022) reinforced her position as India-origin woman head of a global firm; further appointments (Sumithra
Hema HCL etc.) confirmed in 2026. Indra Nooyi (former Pepsi) retired 2018.

17.B
Khelo India Youth Games 2025 (7th edition) was hosted by Bihar (Patna, Rajgir, Begusarai) in May 2025. Bihar edition extended as the 2026
reference (per MoYAS).

18.C
IQAir 'World Air Quality Report' (May 2026) again ranked New Delhi the most polluted capital, with annual PM2.5 around 100ug/m3.

19. A
India's first hydrogen fuel-cell train pilot run on the Jind-Sonipat route (Northern Railway, Haryana) — flagged off 2026 by MoR.

20. A
Samantha Harvey — Booker Prize 2024 (announced 12 Nov 2024) for 'Orbital'. Held into May 2026 reference window.

21. A
Om Birla re-elected Speaker of the 18th Lok Sabha on 26 June 2024 (second consecutive term).

22.B
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2025 (18th edition) was hosted in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, on 8-10 Jan 2025.

23.C
CSO advance estimate (May 2026) pegged FY25 GDP growth at ~7.0-7.2% — moderation from 8.2% in FY24.

24. A
CP Radhakrishnan (former Jharkhand Governor) sworn in as 15th VP of India after Jagdeep Dhankhar's resignation in July 2025.

25.B
WHO declared Mpox a PHEIC for the 2nd time on 14 Aug 2024 (clade Ib outbreak in DRC and neighbouring countries); status continued
through 2025-2026.
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